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The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the 
basis for all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 16-17, 20, 2232 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Deffense and Tirtiaux taken together. 

Deffense discloses multiple fractionations of oils. In Figure 1 the 
fractionation of palm oil is shown. Here palm oil is fractionated into hard 
stearin and olein. Then olein is fractionated into soft palm mid fraction and 
super olein, in a second stage fractionation. Then the palm oil is further 
fractionated into a third stage. On page 36, palm mid-fraction is said to be 
considerably enriched with SUS, which corresponds to applicants G2U. 
The claims appear to differ from Deffense in the recitation of how dry 
fractionation is performed. Tirtiaux specifically describes the fractionation 
process as "cooling melted fat" to create hard crystals for separation. The 
claims appear to differ from the references in the recitation of a heating 
step. Although heating is not mentioned, one of ordinary skill in the art 
would understand that a melting fat must have undergone a heating step. 
It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to heat the 
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palm oil or palm fraction of the references to melt the oil fraction for 
crystallization. It is appreciated that the specific ratio of solid to liquid 
fractions of claims 23-26 are not mentioned but would of ordinary skill in the 
art would be expected to optimize this ratio according to the yield of fraction 
desired. It is appreciated that the fats in the reference are not 
hydrogenated or isomerized but one of ordinary skill in the art would 
appreciated that the claims are directed to a process. The fact that a fat is 
chemically altered in some way is not seen to materially impact a process 
that separates a fat according to its melting point. 

The declaration filed in this application has been considered but is not 
sufficient to overcome the rejection. The declaration is not commensurate 
in scope with the claims. 

The rejection of the claims over Harris in view of Keulemans has 
been withdrawn in response to applicants' amendment to the claims. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications 
from the examiner should be directed to Carolyn A Paden whose telephone 
number is (571 ) 272-1403. The examiner can normally be reached on 
Monday to Friday from 7 am to 3:30 pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Keith Hendricks can be reached by dialing 571-272- 
1401 . The fax phone number for the organization where this application or 
proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained 
from the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status 
information for published applications may be obtained from either Private 
PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is 
available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center 
(EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



/Carolyn Paden/ 
Primary Examiner 1794 
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